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LADY DAY AT EMERSON’S BAR AND GRILL 
By Lanie Robertson 
Directed by Marion McClinton 
Starring Thomasina Petrus 
May 26-June 24, 2018  
Media Night is Friday, May 25 
Jungle Theater 
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis  
Tickets:  $37-$47 
Box office: 612-822-7063 or www.jungletheater.com 
 

  
THOMASINA PETRUS BRINGS BILLIE HOLIDAY TO LIFE IN JUNGLE 

DEBUT DIRECTED BY MARION McCLINTON 
Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill opens May 26 

 
“…this is far from a simple songbook, and the cumulative power comes in the unraveling of an 

addicted artist and her story at the end of her days.” ~ Variety 
 

(MINNEAPOLIS; April 26, 2018) – 1959 Philadelphia; The legendary Billie Holiday performs a 

show that – unbeknownst to the audience – will leave them witnesses to one of the last 

performances of her lifetime .The Jungle Theater stage will transform into this small, intimate, 

Pennsylvanian bar while renowned jazz vocalist actor Thomasina Petrus entrances audiences, 

singing such Holiday staples as “Strange Fruit” and “God Bless The Child”. Obie Award-winning 

and Tony-nominated director Marion McClinton returns to the Jungle to helm another jazz-

focused production following Bars and Measures in 2016. The tune-filled tale will run May 26-

June 24 at the Lyn-Lake neighborhood theater, located at 2951 Lyndale Ave. S. in Minneapolis.  

 

Similar to the 2014 Broadway Tony Award-Winner, Lady Day at the Jungle will boast a full 

rhythm band, featuring NAME (piano), NAME (drums) and NAME (bass).  McClinton’s creative 

team includes Trevor Bowen (costume design), Sean Healey (sound design), John Novak 

(properties/ stage manager), Joel Sass (set design) and Mike Wangen (lighting design). 
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Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill by Lanie Robertson premiered off-Broadway in 1987 

and received an Outer Critic’s Award. Since then, this musical play has gone on to receive 

several noteworthy Drama Desk and Tony recognitions, both nominations and wins, with Audra 

McDonald starring as Billie Holiday, including Outstanding Revival of a Musical in 2014. Petrus 

reprises the role of Holiday for her third time, previously playing Lady Day in 2008 at Park 

Square Theatre and in 2004 at Old Arizona Theater. 

 

The Jungle offers post-show Stay Late discussions after every performance of Lady Day at 
Emerson’s Bar and Grill to give audience members the opportunity to ask questions and talk 

about the play’s themes.  

 

Performances are Tuesdays ($37), Wednesdays ($37), Thursdays ($37), Fridays ($47) and 

Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. ($47), and Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. ($42) and Saturday, April 28 

and May 5 at 2 p.m. ($42). Preview performances ($15) are March 28-29 at 7:30 p.m. Rush 

tickets are offered every night of the week, based on availability two hours prior to the 

performance, and there is special Friday night pricing for students, 55408 neighborhood 

residents and employees, and those under 30 years of age. Tickets and more information are 

available at (612) 822-7063 or online at www.jungletheater.com. 

#  #  # 

 
About the Jungle Theater 
The Jungle Theater is a neighborhood theater with a national impact. As one of the region’s 
most dynamic theaters, the Jungle is known for its definitive productions, exquisite design, 
masterful acting and compelling storytelling. Since its founding in 1991, the Jungle has been a 
flagship example of the transformative power of the performing arts, playing a vital, continuing 
role in the economic, social and cultural life of its Minneapolis Lyn-Lake neighborhood. 
 
Dates 
Previews  Wednesday-Thursday  May  23-24 @ 7:30 p.m. 
Media Night  Friday    May 25 @ 7:30 p.m. 
Opening Night Saturday   May 26 @ 7:30 p.m. 
Audio-Described Thursday   June 7 @ 7:30 p.m. 
Closes   Sunday     June 24 @ 7:30 p.m.       
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