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JUNGLE THEATER STARTS THE NEW YEAR WITH A STAR 
STUDDED REGIONAL PREMIERE 

The Children receives its first mounting since the acclaimed Broadway run 

 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN (November 19, 2018) – This January, Jungle Theater takes a step into 
ecological peril in the post-nuclear thriller, The Children. Twin Cities favorites Stephen 
Yoakam (The Nether), Laila Robins (Homeland) and Linda Kelsey (Lou Grant) appear for the 
first time together, as retired nuclear scientists reunited by old love and new challenges on 
the British Coast. Haunting and mysterious, The Children warns that ecological concerns 
are far from trivial. Directed by award-winning director Casey Stangl, this regional 
fpremiere runs January 12 through February 10 at the Lyn-Lake theater. 

In her seventh play of her career, playwright Lucy Kirkwood (Laurence Olivier American 
Airlines Award for Best New Play, Critics' Circle Theatre Award for Best New Play) takes a 
look into the possibilities of a near-future fallout. Inspired by the Fukushima nuclear 
disaster, The Children explores the responsibilities we have towards future generations. 
After its opening at the Royal Court Theater, the show met great critical success, 
premiering on Broadway just one year later. The work later received a Tony Award 
nomination for Best Play, and won Best Play 2017 from the UK Writers’ Guild Awards. 
Opening night at the Jungle will mark the first production mounted after its Broadway run.  

"It’s fascinating to see this play, written by a young woman, convincingly weave a love 
triangle between three retired people into a lyrical tale of personal responsibility and the 
necessity for us all to take care of each other," said director Casey Stangl. "It's that drive to 
contribute that each of these characters grapple with, to leave a lasting legacy for the 
good, that's really hooked me. And how wonderful is it to be reunited with Yoakam after 
The Nether! I can't wait to work with him, Laila, and Linda to shape and mold this 
experience into something one-of-a-kind.”  

Laila Robbins takes a break from her television and film career in Hollywood to return to 
her Minneapolis roots, to play the gutsy and intelligent Rose. Stephen Yoakam brings life 
to retired scientist Robin, with Linda Kelsey, making her highly-anticipated Jungle debut, 
transformed as his yoga and tea loving wife, Hazel.  
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The stage will be transformed into a British cottage by pairing Chelsea M. Warren’s set 
designs with lighting by Marcus Dilliard. The Nether designers Mathew J. LeFebvre 
(costume design) and C. Andrew Mayer (sound design) return to collaborate with Stangl.  

“You will be talking about this play long after you see it,” said Artistic Director Sarah 
Rasmussen. “The ethical questions at its core speak to this moment, and the storytelling 
craft is stunning.  I can’t image better artists to bring this to life.  This is must see theater.” 

The Jungle offers post-show Stay Late discussions after every performance of The 
Children to give audience members the opportunity to ask questions and talk about the 
play’s themes. Performances are Tuesdays ($40), Wednesdays ($40), Thursdays ($40), 
Fridays ($50) and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. ($50), and Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. ($45). 
Preview performances ($15) are January 9 and 10 at 7:30 p.m. Rush tickets are offered 
every night of the week, based on availability two hours prior to the performance, and 
there is special Friday night pricing for students, 55408 neighborhood residents and 
employees, and those under 30 years of age. Tickets and more information are available at 
(612) 822-7063 or online at www.jungletheater.com. Connect with the Jungle on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram: @jungletheater 

### 

ABOUT JUNGLE THEATER 

As a flagship example of the transformational power of the performing arts, the Jungle 
shares stories that entertain, enrich and delight. The Jungle Theater features acclaimed 
productions of contemporary plays and fresh interpretations of classics, sparking 
meaningful dialogue with audiences through compelling stories, masterful acting, and 
exquisite design. 

 

DATES 

PREVIEWS   Wednesday & Thursday  January 9 & 10, 7:30PM 
MEDIA NIGHT   Friday     January 11, 7:30PM 
OPENING NIGHT  Saturday    January 12, 7:30PM 
AUDIO DESCRIBED  Thursday    January 31, 7:30PM 
FULL RUN   Tuesday – Saturday   7:30PM 

    Sunday    2:00PM & 7:30PM 
CLOSING   Sunday    February 10, 7:30PM 

 

### 

A promotional photo is available at jungletheater.com/press in the press room files.  


